CHARTER of KAMPEN
Letter of intent on water safety and climate adaptation

W

ater connects the Hanseatic Towns.
Water has indeed brought prosperity,
but is also a threatening presence: it
is both friend and foe. Many Hanseatic
Towns are taking steps regarding water safety and
climate adaptation. This knowledge is something
we can actively share and use in designing a climate
strategy for our historical towns.

knowledge and experience regarding water safety and climate
adaptation. How can we protect our town against flooding
and water damage, but also against drought and heat stress?
Countries across Europe have chosen different approaches in
flood defence. What can we learn from each other on how to
cope with climate change?!
Signing the Charter is a way for your town to show its intent
to complete projects within a European framework, and to
share knowledge, in Interreg or Horizon 2020, for example.

For example, in 2002 Kampen built a flexible water barrier

Experimenting with trial projects and sharing experiences is

along the historical town centre. In doing so, the unique

another. This is what we are agreeing to do in the Charter of

Kampen riverfront skyline along the IJssel was preserved. The

Kampen.

‘Flood Brigade’ (Hoogwaterbrigade) was established, for those
times when the barrier needs to be closed. This brigade is made
up of hundreds of volunteers from the town of Kampen, who
practise the closing once a year. This is only part of the reason
why Kampen has such a distinct awareness of flooding.

Yes, our city will take part!
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We will share our knowledge and experience
regarding water safety and climate adaptation on the
international website WWW.CHARTEROFKAMPEN.EU ;

Together we can achieve solutions to help each other and the
world. It is important to remember economic opportunities,
too. Everything relating to “water solutions” requires huge
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We will have an official liaison on behalf of our town in
case of questions about projects;

investments and produces economic activity. Might we be able
to combine urban planning and produce water-and-climate
robust results, at little or no extra cost? By joining forces, we can

3

We will update our projects on the website at least
once a year;

certainly reduce costs and become more aware of opportunities,
not to mention add quality to our towns and cities.
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We are open to cooperating with other Hanseatic
Towns in order to set up joint projects in a European

With this Charter, we are proclaiming our mutual intent to share

framework.
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